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Crawl under the 
car and locate 
the gas line that 
attaches to the 
sending unit at the 
front of the tank. 
With your 9/16" 

flair nut wrench and your 9/16" open-end wrench you 
will unscrew the fuel line from the sending unit.  The flair 
nut wrench is used on the fuel line and the open-end 
wrench is used on the tube coming out of the sending 
unit for support.  If you don’t use the open-end wrench 

chances are you 
will twist the inlet 
on the sending 
unit and break it.  
It will also be a 
lot easier if you 
use the open-end 
wrench. Break 
the  nu t  loose 
f rom the in le t 
tube and loosen. 
The tube will be 
hanging freely. 
You may need to 

install a line cap to stop gas from dripping from the 
disconnected line.  Next, with your 5/16" open-end 
wrench disconnect the sending unit wire from the 
sending unit.  

Nex t ,  ro l l  the 
floor jack under 
the car to use as 
a support for the 
tank when you 
loosen the straps 
that hold i t  in 

place.  You can use a crate or similar to support the 
tank, but a floor jack will make lowering the tank out of 
the car much easier.  Locate where the filler tube is on 
the drivers side of the tank. This tube is pushed into the 
side of the tank and is sealed with an O-ring.  Loosen 
the tube so it is free from any brackets or attachments 

to the body that 
might be there 
How you do this 
w i l l  vary  w i th 
the year you are 
working on.  You 
will need a 1/2" 

wrench for a 56-57 and a 3/8" for a 55. Pull the inlet 
tube out of the gas tank.  As long as you have drained 
the tank sufficiently you should not get showered with 

gas. Then, with 
your 9/16" deep 
socket and 1/2" 
or 3/8" ratchet 
in hand, find the 
bolts at the ends 
of the straps at 

the back of the tank near the bumper. Loosen these 
bolts until they are free and the straps are loose.  
You may have to use a wire brush on the threads to 
clean off some of the grime to make this easier. Once 
you have the bolts loose, lower the straps until they 

drop free from the 
tank.  The straps 
will stay attached 
at the front.  You 
can then lower the 
tank down out of 
the car. Putting in 
the tank is pretty 
much a reverse 
of how you took 
it out.  We are 
going to go into 
a little more detail 
as some of our 
r e a d e r s  m a y 
be working on 
a fresh car that 
doesn’t have the 
old tank installed.  
Regardless, what 
we  a re  go ing 
t o  d i s c u s s  i s 
pertinent to either 

situation, replacing an old tank or installing one in a 
fresh restoration.

First order of business is to assemble the components 
of the tank itself, the sending unit, and filter, sending 
unit seal and the gas tank.  Installing the sending 
unit into the tank looks pretty simple, but there are 
a few things that you need to be careful of and pay 
attention to.  

First, NEVER use any sealer of any kind on the gasket 
between the sending unit and the tank. You don’t 
want little pieces of silicone or other gasket sealers 
floating around in your gas, not to mention how hard 
it will be to get a good seal on the tank if you ever 
have to replace the sending unit again.  Second.  The 
little screws that hold the sending unit into the tank 
are SPECIAL.  They have a little brass seal on them 
that, when tightened against the front of the sending 
unit, prevents leaks.  A regular screw will not work 
here…you will have leakage problems.  Last.  Even 
though the sending unit gasket looks like the holes 
are punched in an even circle, they are not.  These 
holes are punched in an offset circle that prevents you 
from installing the sending unit incorrectly.  You have 
to make sure the holes in the gasket line up with the 
holes in the sender and the holes in the tank.  It will 
drive you crazy trying to get that gasket in place if you 
don’t have it aligned properly.

Start by installing 
the sending unit in 
the tank and lining 
up the holes.  Now 
that you know 
how the sending 
unit is situated, 

remove it from the tank and run the seal up to the 
backside of the mounting flange on the sending unit. 
Line up the holes in the seal with the holes in the sending 
unit until they match.  Then, reinstall the sending unit 
into the tank.  Then install the screws. Depending on 

which screws you 
have you will need 
either a #3 Phillips 
screwdriver OR 
a 5/32" c lutch 
head screwdriver.  
Install them all and 
tighten them by 
hand so you are 
sure everything 
is aligned.  Then 
tighten them one 
by one….not so 
tight at first, keep 
it a little loose 
so you can seat 
everything, then 
tighten enough 
to seal. 

Now you  can 
hang the straps 
in their respective 
brackets on the 
bottom of the car.  
The straps have 
a hook on one 
end that  goes 
through a hole on 
the bracket.  Hook 
them through the 
bracket and let 
them fall to the 
ground.  Next, set 
the tank on the 
floor jack and run 
it up under the 
car into position. 
Jack the tank 
up against the 
bot tom of  the 
f l oo r,  no t  too 
tight!!  Now, install 
the bolts through 
the trunk floor so 
you can finish the 
install.  The bolts 
that hold the back 
of the straps are a 
carriage type with 
a square indexer 
under the head 
that prevents the 
bolt from spinning 
while you tighten 
them, but this will 
only work when 
the nut is fairly 

tight to start with so someone will have to hold them 
down from the trunk side until they are tightened 
enough to stay in place.  From under the car pull the 
straps up and put the end of the strap over the bolt 
that is sticking through the floor.  Install the washer and 
nut and tighten a little by hand. Make whatever final 
adjustments you need to make sure the tank is properly 
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placed under the 
car and tighten 
the straps against 
the bottom of the 
tank.  Then, with 
your 9/16" deep 
socket, t ighten 
each a litt le at 
a time until the 
straps are tight. 
N ow  y ou  c an 
instal l  the gas 
l ine that  goes 
to the front of 
the car and the 
sending unit wire. 
Use your 9/16" 
flair nut wrench 
and your 9/16" 
open-end wrench 
again.  Make sure 
you thread the nut 
on the line square 
into the sending 
unit to prevent 
cross threading.  
It should thread 
i n  w i t h  y o u r 
f ingers unt i l  i t 
is seated, then 
tighten.  Install the 
sending unit wire 
to the post on the 
sending unit and 
tighten the nut 
with your 5/16" 
open-end wrench.
Don’t loosen and 
put the wire under 
the existing nut on 
the new sending 
unit.  Use another 
nut on top with 
a lock washer to 
assure you get a 
good connection.

All we have left to install is the filler tube and this job 
is done. How we install the filler tube will depend on 
which year car you are working on.  Our sample car 
is a 56-passenger car.  Installing the tube into the 
tank is the same on all models in all three years, 
including wagons and Nomads even though the 
tanks and filler tubes are different.  First, install 
the O-ring on the tube. The tube is pushed into the 
tank after installing the sealing O-ring.  Use a little 
lube on the O-ring and inside the hole in the tank to 
make it easier.  The tube gets pushed all the way in 
until the shoulder is bottomed against the tank. All 
the years have brackets that hold the filler tubes in 
place once they have been installed into the tank. 
The differences are….

55 -  The filler tube of a 55 curves up to meet the inside 

of the rear fender 
behind the filler 
door.  It is attached 
at the top with a 
bracket and screw 
behind the filler 
door inside the 
fender.  Be sure 
to seat the filler 
tube completely 
i n t o  t h e  t a n k 
before tightening 
this screw with 
your 3/8" socket 
or wrench.

56 -  The filler tube 
of a 56 curves up 
and into the cavity 
between the trunk 
and outer quarter 
ending up in the 
rear behind the 
taillight assembly.  
The top of the 
tube goes through 
a rubber grommet 
in the bracket that 
holds the tube in 
place at the top.  
At the bottom of 
the tube, at the 
curve, there is a 
bracket that goes 
around the tube 
and attaches to 
the lower part of 
the underbody of 
the car where the 
panels, bottom 
and side of the 
trunk meet. You 
will need your 1/2" 
open-end wrench 
or socket for this.  
Again, remember 

to fully seat the tube in the tank and adjust the tube 
in the inside of the fender behind the taillight before 
attaching and tightening this bracket.

57 -  The filler tube of a 57 is by far the most elaborate 
of the three, but the easiest to install.  This is because 
the filler tube is actually 2 sections that are connected 
with a short piece of hose.  On the 57 you can seat 
the lower part into the tank and tighten the bracket, 
same type as on the 56, then install the upper portion 
that goes behind the driver side fin molding in two 
steps making the installation less cumbersome.  
Connect the two tubes together with a short piece 
of hose attached with two hose clamps.  Install the 
short hose on one of the tubes first, however, as if 
you don’t you will have to remove one of the tubes to 
do so later.  Also, 57 is the first year Chevrolet used a 
vent tube on their tanks.  If you are working on a 57 
the upper tube has a hard vent tube attached to it.  

A rubber hose runs from the end of the hard tube to 
a hose bung on the tank.  Install the clamp with the 
ears pointing down and if you are using an original 
style clamp, this will be the easiest way.

See your assembly manual for a diagram of these 
installations and the differences between each year 
and model.

That’s about it. Your classic now has a new gas tank 
and sending unit that will provide you with many years 
of service.  Install a new gas cap at the top of the filler 
tube and you are good to go.

One more thing, to keep your tank and system free 
from the sludge that you replaced everything to get 
rid of remember to use a fuel stabilizer if you are 
not using the car regularly or if you are storing it for 
winter.  It will make sure your gas stays useable and 
doesn’t go bad.

Happy Motoring!!!
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