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A different version of the car appeared in the winter is-
sue, 1963, of Popular Customs.  The car was still owned 
by Harry but the top had been chopped 2-1/2”, the 1955 
Lincoln taillights had been replaced with Packard units and 
the car was painted in Candy Cherry Pearl. 

We were unable to find any information on changes that may 
have been made to the interior of the car or any features 
of what was most assuredly a custom interior. 

The car appeared in the following magazines.   Car Craft in 
December 1955, Car Craft in April 1956, Trend Book 133 
Custom Cars 1957 Annual, Trend Book 143 Restyle your 
Car (which was written by George Barris and Jim Potter), 
Trend Book 156 Custom Cars 1958 Annual, Trend Book 
197 Custom Cars 1961 Annual and the aforementioned 
Popular Customs Winter Issue, 1963.  It may have ap-
peared in others.

We found no information as to this cars current owner, if 
it was still owned by Harry or if it still existed.
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                                    Barris Kustoms struggled at first, but 
when George’s 1941 Buick won top 

honors at the first Hot Rod Exposition 
show at the National Guard Armory in Los Angeles (the 
first of many awards their handy work would receive), Barris 
Kustoms was off and running.  From the time it opened 
through the time that George (Sam left the business 
in 1956-57) started doing cars for television shows like 
the Batmobile, the Munster Coach and Drag-u-la in the 
early 60’s, Barris Kustoms restyled over 160 cars, many 
of them winning the top awards at the most prestigious 
auto shows around the country and all of them turning 
heads wherever they went.

harrY hoskIn’s
1955 chevrolet 2-door hardtoP
This 1955 was restyled by Barris Kustoms for Harry Hoskin 
of Maricopa, California.  The car has seen a few changes 
since it was finished, presumably in late 1955, but the 
original restyling by Barris went like this.  The rear fenders 
were extended and modified with 1955 Lincoln taillights.  
The hood and deck were molded and the hood corners 
were rounded.  The grille was taken from a 1956 Corvette 
and molded directly into the gravel pan and shell.  Side 
trim was used from a 1955 Dodge Lancer and it was 
installed parallel to the dip in the side body panel at the 
belt line.   The door handles were removed and replaced 
with buttons that were concealed in the side trim.  The 
front end was lowered a little but the rear was lowered 
a full 5 inches.  Originally the paint was a two toned pink 
on the top and black on the bottom separated by the 
Dodge stainless.  Later on the car was repainted with a 
black top and white body. 

KUSTOMS
the names george and sam Barris are synonymous with the birth 
of the custom car industry, as we know it today.  When george and 
sam formed Barris kustoms back in 1946 it was obvious that these 
two guys were going to do something special.  We wondered how 
many tri-5’s Barris kustoms had  their hands on.  We did some re-
search and want to share the 7 we came up with.
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JiM seaton’s
1955 chevrolet 
2-door hardtoP
This 1955 was restyled 
by Barris Kustoms for 
Jim Seaton of Santa 
Maria, California.  This 
radical looking cus-
tom features reworked 
front fenders for the 
quad separated Lucas 
headlights.  The front grille was removed and a new cus-
tom grille was made from perforated screen with bullets 
installed.  Stock taillights were frenched and tunneled and 
the lenses were modified with plastic fin additions, three 
red and two white frosted plastic tiers.  Side trim comes 
from a 1955 Dodge and the car was painted white pearl 
with burgundy scallops.  Lake pipes were installed under 
the rockers.

The interior appears 
to be upholstered 
in the pearl  white 
Naugahyde that was 
so popular at the time 
(we could not con-
firm this) with custom 
bucket seats front and 
rear along with front 
and rear center con-

soles.  The front console houses a TV for the passengers 
in the rear and there is a telephone in the rear as well.  
The dash has been 
radical ly  reworked 
with gauges installed 
in a center well and a 
custom dash pad was 
made to complement 
the interior.  Jim also 
did work on the engine 
so the car ran as good 
as she looked.

The car appeared in Custom Cars in June 1959, Custom 
Cars in July 1959, Car Craft in October 1959 and Trend 
Book 197 Custom Cars 1961 Annual.  The car is currently 
in the collection of concept car collector, Joe Bortz.

chuck Potter’s
1955 chevrolet 2-door sedan
This car was actually restyled by Mersearu’s Body Shop 
in Lynwood for Chuck Potter of South Gate, California.  
It is mentioned here because Barris Kustoms built the 
unique square Continental Kit.  

In the front Mersearu’s nosed the hood to match the 
1958 Chrysler 300 grille that was mounted upside down.  
The front fenders were modified for the quad frenched 
headlights.  The 
rear taillights were 
f r e n c h e d  1 9 5 6 
Pa c k a r d  u n i t s .  
And, of course, the 
square Continental 
Kit was made by 
Barris. It  was paint-
ed Indigo Blue.

We were unable to find any information on changes that 
may have been made to the interior of the car or any 
features of what was most assuredly a custom interior. 

The car appeared in the following magazine, Trend Book 
197 Custom Cars 1961 Annual.  It may have appeared in 
others. We found no information as to this cars current 
owner or if it even still exists.

carol leWis’s
1956 chevrolet 2-door hardtoP
This 1956 was 
r e s t y l e d  f o r 
Carol Lewis of 
Baldwin Hills, 
California who, 
at the time, was 
Dean Jeffr ies 
girlfriend.  This 
car appears to 
have been left 
p r e t t y  s t o c k 
compared to 
other Barris cre-
ations at the time.  The grille was reworked by removing 
every other vertical and horizontal bar.  The car had Buick 
hubcaps, which were treated with an anodized dye in 
the center.
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The interior of the car was upholstered in dia-
mond shapes (we found no pics of the interior) 
that matched the flames on the car…of course; 
Dean Jefferies painted the flames.

The car appeared in the following magazines, Dig in March 
1957, Car Craft in May 1957, Trend Book 143 Restyle Your 
Car (which was written by George Barris and Jim Potter).  
It may have appeared in others.

We found no information as to this cars current owner 
or if it even still exists.

It is interest-
ing to note 
that this car 
was almost 
lost in the 
fire at Barris 
Kustoms in 
1957.  It was 
a rainy and 
windy night 
and a power line that went across the rear of the property 
sent a shower of sparks down on the roof, starting a fire.  
Dean Jeffries, who worked for Barris at the time, was 
across the street having dinner and was the first to spot 
the fire.  He called the Fire Department and then rushed 
over and got Carol’s car out before it went up in flames.

BIll carr’s
1955 cheVrolet conVertIBle, “the aztec”
This 1955 Chevy was restyled at Barris Kustoms for Bill 
Carr of Hollywood, California.  Since almost everyone at 
Barris Kustoms had a hand in her creation she was called 
“The Aztec”.  

The way the stor y 
goes Bi l l  Carr,  who 
was George Barr is’s 
roommate a the time, 
bought a brand new 
1955 convertible, one 
of the first sold in South-
ern California. Bill Carr 
worked as an insurance 
adjuster during the 
days and hung around 
the Barris shop in the 
evenings.  As soon as he 
got the car Bill wanted to make some changes and some 
mild customizing was done, with Sam Barris’s help.  Soon 

however, it became clear to Bill that what he 
wanted was a full-blown custom unlike any-
thing ever built.  He enlisted the help of Bill 
DeCarr, who worked part time for Barris in the 
evenings, and they came up with a basic idea 
for the car.  George helped with developing 
some sketches.  The plan was to build the car, 
after-hours, at Barris’s shop.  The work would 
be done by the two Bill’s and would feature 
changes to almost every part of the vehicle.  
They reshaped the doors and did scoops on the 
quarter panels.  The rear fenders were extended 
18 inches with new sheet metal and the rear 
fins were extended.  The grille opening and 
rear end were identical and formed by using 
a pair of 1953 Studebaker pans.  The bumper/
grilles were modified 1957 DeSoto and 57 Olds 
license housing pieces.   Quad headlights from 
a Mercury Turnpike Cruiser were formed into 

the front fenders and full-length 1957 Mercury Turnpike 
skirts were modified with a scoop and flush fitted to the 
quarter panels.  Sam chopped the windshield and the top 

5-6-7’s
by

KUSTOMS



Feature

21

for the cantilever roof.  Sam also did the side trim, which 
was custom formed from 1/2” round stainless stock and 
he designed the extruded aluminum inserts that graced 
the sides surrounded by that custom stainless.  George 
sprayed the custom mixed candy paint, which he called 
Golden Honey.

Many of the finest craftsmen in the custom car business 
also did work on The Aztec besides the guys at Barris 
Kustoms. Bob Hirohata made the Lucite knobs for the 
dash as well as the custom lenses for the taillights.  Bob 
Houser of Carson Top Shop fabricated the front removable 
portion of the roof and did the upholstery and interior.  Jr. 
Conway prepped the body for paint and Dean Jefferies 
did the scallops and pin striping.  The car had a Corvette 
engine in it.

In February 1958 The Aztec was shown at the ninth an-
nual National Roadster Show in Oakland where it won the 
Custom Car D’Elegance award.  George Barris and Dean 
Jeffries took The Aztec to the Detroit Autorama in 1959.  
The Aztec became one of the most highly photographed 
customs in history.  It was on numerous magazine covers 
and in numerous photo shoots.  

The car appeared in the following magazines.  Rod and 
Custom in May 1958, Motor Life in July 1958, Custom 
Cars in August 1958, Hot Rod Magazine in August 1958, 
Custom Cars in January 1959, Trend Book 175 Custom 
Cars 1959 Annual and Roll & Pleats Number 12.  There 
were probably more.

But all this fame and glory to date is not the entire history 
of this fabulous car.  Bill Carr showed the car thru 1961 
or 1962 and then he sold the car to a guy named “Bob 
Wilcox”.  Bob Wilcox was an alias used by a bank robber 
named “One Eye” Bobby Wilcoxson who paid him some 
cash and a new Pontiac for the car.  After the deal was done 
and Wilcoxson had stashed the car in Arizona with rela-
tives the FBI showed up at Carr’s house asking questions.

Soon after the FBI spoke to Carr, Wilcoxson was put on the 
10 most wanted list and the FBI seized the car from the 
garage in Arizona.  According to Jim Hurley, Bobby’s half-
brother, the FBI tore the car apart looking for stashed loot, 

weapons and whatever else they could find.  From there 
The Aztec was auctioned to a man in New Jersey who 
modified the original customizing and sold it.  Eventually 
the FBI seized it again when one of its owners used it to 
transport illegal drugs.  This started what was known as 
“The Curse of the Aztec”. 

The car is cur-
rently owned 
by Barry Maz-
za who found 
the car rot-
ting away in 
a New Jersey 
junk yard.  He 
immediately 
fell in love with 
it and, in 1991; 
he saved The Aztec from the jaws of a car crusher and 
moved it to Florida.  Working from photos he acquired 
from George Barris he and Bob Nitti did a meticulous 
restoration of the car bringing it back to its former glory.  
The car now appears at various car shows around the coun-
try and is the centerpiece of the Barry Mazza Collection.

Don Fletcher’s “el caPItola”
1957 chevrolet 2-door hardtoP
“El Capitola” 
was actually 
the last  car 
built as col-
laboration be-
tween George 
and Sam Bar-
ris.  It was re-
styled in Sam’s 
shop in Car-
michael near 
S a c r a m e n t o 
(the capital of California which inspired the name) and 
then shipped back to Los Angeles where George did the 
finish work and upholstery. 

Bill Carr (L) and Barry Mazza (R)
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Sam chopped the top 3 inches in front and 
5 inches in the rear.  The side posts were 
removed; originally the car was a sedan.  All 
the glass was butted together and plastic 

uprights were installed; custom drain mouldings were 
fabricated.  The top has a 1/2” recessed upper panel, 
which was achieved by hammering.  A pair of Stude-
baker grill pans were welded in place up front and the 
split grille cavity was filled with an extruded aluminum 
grille.  The hood was “Pancaked” and featured a beaded 
center.  Vertical quad Lucas headlights were installed 
which were tunneled and “V” peaked with Lucas lenses 
and handmade directional lights.  In the rear, Sam fit 
the car with 1957 Lincoln fins which were 96” long.  The 
fins protruded forward into the door and they canted 
outward with flat T fins on top.  The rear of the fins were 
fitted with a pair of red lenses, and the custom taillights 
had frosted white bars added for effect.  The rear was 
molded like the front and fit with 1957 Desoto bumpers 
behind which was a grille similar to the front.  The car was 
nosed, decked and the door handles were shaved.  Hood, 
deck lid and doors are push button.  The side trim was 
made from parts from a 1954 Pontiac, 1953 Olds and a 
1954 Lincoln.  An extruded aluminum panel like what was 
used on Aztec was also used on El Capitola.  The fender 
panels have scoops in the front to cool the tires and the 

brakes.  Junior Conway painted 
the car in Dust Pearl White with 
Kandy Burgundy Pearl panels.   
All in all they shot 10 gallons 
of lacquer paint onto the car.

The interior of the car was 
upholstered in white pearl 
Naugahyde and impor ted 
gold French frieze by Eddie 
Martinez.  There are 4 swivel 
bucket seats, a center console, 
fully chromed dash moldings 
and a fully chromed instrument 

cluster.  The car could 
be steered by using 
either the custom “X” 
steering wheel or by 
the stick in the cen-
ter console.  The car 
features a TV in both 
the cab and the trunk, 
a telephone and a 
stereo tape deck.

El Capitola’s engine compartment featured a 265 engine 
with three “Deuces”, Edelbrock valve covers and a gen-
erous amount of chrome under the pancaked hood.  The 
exhaust exited in 4 tubes in the center of the rear bumper 
just under the license plate and the hubcaps were custom 
units created by George, which included cooling fins for 
the brakes. 

El Capitola took two years to build and appeared at many 
auto shows including the Sacramento Autorama in 1960.  

It was voted one of the “Top 10 customs of 1961-
1962” by Car Craft Magazine.  The car appeared 

in  Trend Book 197 Custom Cars 1961 Annual, 
Car Craft in April 1961 and  Spotlite Book 

526, Twenty Top Customs.  

5-6-7’s
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El Capitola has changed hands a couple of times since 
Don Fletcher owned it.  A woman named Eula Gollahon 
purchased El Capitola for her 12 year old grandson Chuckie 
Gollahon of Brookville, Ohio in 1983. In 2005 Hemmings 
eWeekly Newsletter reported that Guy Boucher of Lewiston, 
Maine acquired the car “a few years ago”. The car was 
fully intact and 100% original except that the burgundy 
sections of the car were painted gold. Guy and his son 
stripped the paint down to the original body that Sam built 
and repainted the car in the original colors.  The interior 
was perfect and only required a good cleaning to bring it 
back to its former Concourse D’Elegance glory.

sam BarrIs’s 1955 cheVrolet conVertIBle
T h i s  1 9 5 5 
C o n v e r t i b l e 
was restyled 
by Barris Kus-
toms for Sam 
Barris’s wife.  
The front and 
rear fenders 
were extend-
ed to give the 
car a longer 

look and the rear fenders were reworked to accept the 
1956 Chrysler taillights.  The rear gravel pan was extended 
and a continental kit was added.  Exhaust pipes exited thru 
the bumper corners.  The car was nosed, decked and the 
door handles were shaved. A 1956 Chrysler grille frame 
and custom grille were installed and dual spotlights were 
added to help make the windshield appear lower.  Side 
trim from a 1956 Ford was modified to parallel the dip in 
the upper side of the quarter panel at the belt line behind 
the door.

The Sam Barris Convertible won First Place in the Convert-
ible Class at the 1957 Oakland Roadster Show and then it 
just kind of faded away.  In 1958 it showed up on a used 
car lot in Arizona where it was spotted by a young airman 
named Stan Robles.  Stan recognized the car right away 
and a few hours later was the newest owner of this Barris 
original. When he got out of the Air Force Stan moved the 
car back to his hometown of Dragerton, Utah where, over 
the years, he made modifications to the car.  He changed 
the paint a couple of times and did some changes on the 
body.  Stan installed quad vertical headlights, added side 
scoops and frenched in some lake pipes.  Stan drove the 
car around Dragerton for years before moving away and 
storing the car at his mother-in-laws.  In 1972, after asking 
Stan to get the car off her property numerous times Stan’s 
mother-in-law called the wrecker and the convertible was 
hauled off to the crusher.

Now you would think this was the sad end to a very nice 
car and it was until 2002 when a guy named Nick Phillips 
walked into Bo Huff’s shop in Sunnyside, Utah.  Bo Huff had 
become a very well known custom car builder but more 
importantly he remembered the Barris convertible and 

Stan Robles.  He loved the car, he used to ride shotgun in 
it when Stan had the car out around Dragerton where he 
grew up and it made quite an impression on him.  So when 
Nick told Bo he was open to suggestions as to what kind of 
custom to build Bo got out a sketch pad and sketched out 
the Barris convertible.  He told Nick all about his experi-
ences when he was a teenager with Stan and the car and 
Bo suggested that they build a clone.  Nick agreed and 
went looking for a car.   He returned with a 1955 2-door 
Sedan (post) project car.

Bo set upon the task of 
turning the sedan into 
Sam Barris’s convert-
ible.  He wanted to stay 
close to the original, 
but he also wanted to 
incorporate some of 
the modifications that 
Stan had made over 
the years.  Bo used the same 1956 Chrysler grill frame and 
recreated the custom grille.   He treated the rear quarters 
to the same extensions that Sam had done complete with 
the 1956 Chrysler taillights.  He did the same roll on the 
rear pan and incorporated the continental kit.  He used 
1956 side trim just like the original and he copied the Barris 
paint scheme from memory.  But instead of leaving it there 
he also used the vertical quad headlights he remembered 
on the car that Stan had added as well as the frenched 
in lake pipes.  Bo incorporated a few modern touches as 
well.  Bo bagged the car, installed a late model small block 
and power disc brakes to round out an updated package 
of a beautiful original.  

Bo’s re-creation of Barris’s 
convertible debuted at the 
2004 Grand National Road-
ster Show, where it won top 
honors in the Convertible 
Class…just as Sam’s did.  
When George Barris saw the 
car, and signed the dash, he 
said that Bo had done an awesome job on the car and it 
looked better than it had when they had it, Stan Robles 
said the same thing…..Quite a compliment! The car is still 
owned by Nick Phillips as far as we can find.


